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Transportation 
 

This chapter of the Plan will address transportation issues within Marion Township.  The Township has an 
interstate that cuts across the northeast corner of the Township and has an entrance and exit on a major 
arterial.  Interstate 96 (I-96) runs generally from the northwest to the southeast through sections 1 and 2 
and provides a connection to the entire southeast Michigan area.  Just south of the City of Howell, I-96 
has a full interchange on Pinckney Road, also known as D-19. D-19 runs north and south and connects the 
Village of Pinckney to the City of Howell. 
 
Existing Traffic Conditions 
 
Marion Township’s transportation system is made up of 35 miles of paved and 44 miles of unpaved county 
and state roads, not including I-96 or local subdivision roads.  D-19 is the major north-south thoroughfare. 
The major east-west route is Coon Lake Road which runs from the Ingham County border in Iosco 
Township to the west to Genoa Township to the east.  Access to I-96 is located at D-19 and, further west, 
in Howell Township at M-59.  See (Map 9) for a map of township roads and their county classifications, as 
well as the most recent Livingston County Road Commission traffic counts. 
 
The only public transit available is county-wide small bus dial-a-ride service from Livingston Essential 
Transportation Service (LETS).  Eighty-eight percent (88%) of users of LETS are elderly or have a 
disability.  The township has no non-motorized vehicle paths for bicycles or pedestrians and has limited 
sidewalk availability. 
 
Marion Township’s local transportation network is segmented by the two county primary hard top roads 
within the township; D-19 and Coon Lake Road.  These two roads effectively divide Marion Township into 
three areas.  The first is all of the area north of Coon Lake Road and west of D-19.  Much, but not all, of 
this area is supplied with sanitary sewer and there are several smaller lot residential developments in this 
part of the township.  The second general area is that part of the township south of Coon Lake Road and 
west of D-19.  This area is more rural in nature and does not have sewer availability.  There are fewer 
residential developments and, except for lakeshore developments, lots here tend to be larger than in the 
rest of the township.  The third general area is that part of the township east of D-19.  This is made up of 
the easternmost six sections of the township along the border with Genoa Township.  This area is 
characterized by rural and open space, although there are lakeside residential developments and 
residential developments near the borders with the City of Howell and Putnam Township. 

 
Future Traffic Conditions 
 
Currently, there are two future improvements planned 
for Marion Township’s local transportation network.  
One is the development of a new paved roadway 
connecting Peavy Road to D-19.  The private road will 
provide a much needed secondary access from Peavy 
Road to D-19.  Current traffic connections between Peavy and D-19 are Mason Road at the northern 
boundary of the Township, and Keddle Road (local gravel) approximately 1 ½ miles south of Mason Road. 
The other transportation improvement is a truck by-pass that is being initiated by the City of Howell.  
Known as the South Loop Road Extension, the road is expected to start at Morgan Drive next to the 

Future improvements to Marion Township’s 
local transportation network will include a 
paved roadway connecting Peavy Road to 
D-19 and a truck by-pass known as the 

South Loop Road Extension 
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Goodyear Plant on Michigan Avenue and extend east through Marion Township to Lucy Road.  It is 
anticipated that the South Loop Road Extension will divert approximately 5,000 vehicles from downtown 
Howell.  The City is working with Genoa Township and County officials to encourage the continuation of 
the loop road from Lucy Road eastward to Chilson Road, Grand Oaks Drive and eventually to Latson Road. 
Marion Township has been working cooperatively with the City on property purchase and assessment 
issues.  A third improvement to the local transportation infrastructure is widening a portion of D-19 in the 
northern portion of Marion Township.  A D-19 Corridor Plan was implemented cooperatively by the two 
municipalities in order to better coordinate transportation and land use along the corridor.      
 
Existing Traffic Volumes 
 

Existing traffic volumes for roads within Marion Township vary depending upon the location of the  
 

Traffic Generator Characteristics 

Type of Land Use Peak Hour 
Trips* 

Average Daily 
Trips* 

Residential (Per Unit) 
Single Family Home 0.74 9.55 

Apartment 0.51 6.47 

Condominium 0.44 4.81 

Mobile Home 0.40 4.81 

Commercial (Per Unit) 
Small Retail Strip 4.80 91.65 

Moderate Retail Strip 6.56 70.67 

Large Retail Strip 3.66 38.65 

Quality Sit-Down Restaurant 7.66 96.51 

Fast Food Restaurant (drive-thru) 36.53 632.12 

Service Station (per pump) 16.30 Not available 

Convenience Store 52.74 737.99 

Drive-in Bank 51.23 265.21 

Industrial (per 1,000 sq. ft. of floor area) 
Light Industrial 1.08 6.97 

Heavy Industrial 0.68 1.5 

Industrial Park 0.86 6.97 

Manufacturing 0.75 3.85 

Warehousing 0.60 4.88 

*Note: A trip is defined as a one-way movement, i.e. 10 trips = 5 in, 5 out 
Source: ITE Generation Manual 54th Edition 
Prepared by Livingston County Department of Planning 

 
township that is being looked at.  A look at the traffic count data shown on (Map 9) shows that in the 
years 2001, 2002 and 2003, 14 of the 20 highest traffic counts in the township, and the top 10 overall, 
happened along either D-19 or Coon Lake Road.  In each of the 20 highest traffic counts, each occurrence 
is on a hard top road.  This information implies that an area will tend to increase its traffic volume if the 
roads in the area are paved. 
It is impossible to apply general formulas to each of the Township’s streets to establish a threshold of 



 

 
 

Marion Township Comprehensive Plan  

Adopted MONTH 00, 2010 

 - 36 - 

maximum expected roadway capacity.  Marion Township should consider working with MDOT and the 
Livingston County Road Commission to evaluate existing conditions and establish an action plan for review 
of specific traffic management issues. 
 
Future Traffic Volumes 
 
Future traffic volumes will be dependant upon the amount, type, and intensity of development.  However, 
future traffic generation can be estimated by referencing the accompanying table.  Different land uses 
have been shown to generate different amounts of traffic.  By looking at the land uses on the table, the 
Peak Hour Trips and the Average Daily Trip Totals can be discerned. 
 
Actual volumes of traffic in the future will be dependant on a variety of factors.  Among those factors are: 
 ￢ Timing of development. 
 ￢ Specific types of uses developed. 
 ￢ Availability and price of gasoline. 
 ￢ Characteristics of travel. 
 ￢ Amount of competing retail development. 
 
The process for evaluating future traffic is as follows: 
 ￢ Inventory existing traffic conditions. 
 ￢ Project traffic production and attraction for future land uses. 
 ￢ Estimate where the future traffic will travel. 
 ￢ Distribute the future traffic on the road system. 
 ￢ Add estimate for future through traffic. 
 ￢ Identify needed transportation improvements. 
 
Existing Traffic Crash Data 
 
1997-2002 traffic crash data is available on a Southeast Michigan Council of Governments website feature 
called SEMCOG Transportation Data Tool.  With this tool, users can look up any intersection in Southeast 
Michigan and find details on every traffic crash that occurred there over the last six years.  Maps showing 
the location of each traffic crash can also be generated.  Eventually other data on airports, bridges, traffic  
counts and pavement conditions will be added to the tool. 
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The 1997-2002 traffic crash data reveals that there are 14 high crash intersections in Marion Township 
that have experienced 10 or more crashes during the six year time span.  Not surprisingly, 9 of the 14 high 
crash locations are at an intersection of Pinckney Road (D-19).  Numerous intersections with Mason Road 
are also found in Marion Township’s 14 highest crash locations.    
 
Fatalities only occurred at one of the 14 highest crash locations.  At the intersection of Coon Lake Road 
and Pinckney (D-19) a fatality was reported in a 2000 accident and a 2001 accident.  Overall, 2 or 1% of 
the crashes resulted in a fatality, 72 or 27% of the crashes resulted in some injury to passengers, and 191 
or 72% of the crashes resulted in property damage only.  A total of 31 crashes or approximately 12% of 
all crashes at these fourteen locations, involved deer.  Over half of the crashes reported at the Mason 
Road and Peavy Road intersection (7 out of 11 crashes) and the Pinckney Road and Wright Road 
intersection (6 out of 10 crashes) involved deer.  Alcohol played a part in 16 crashes or 6% of the total 
265 crashes.  Alcohol was involved in one of the fatal crashes at the intersection of Coon Lake Road and 
Pinckney (D-19).    
 
 
 

High Crash Intersections in Marion Township 1997 - 2002 

Intersection Total Crashes 
1997 - 2002  

Intersection Total Crashes 
1997 - 2002  

Burkhart Rd. @ Mason Rd. 43 Coon Lake Rd. @ County Farm 
Rd. 

13 

Coon Lake Rd. @ Pinckney Rd. 31 Pinckney Rd. @ W I-96/   
Pinckney Ramp 

12 

Pinckney Rd. @ Pinckney/ 
W I-96 Ramp 

29 Pinckney Road @ Schafer 
Road 

11 

Holiday Lane @ Pinckney Rd. 26 Mason Road @ Peavy Road 11 

Mason Rd. @ McPherson Park 
Dr. 

 24  Pinckney Rd. @ Triangle Lake 
Rd. 

10 

Morgan Dr. @ Pinckney Road 21 Keddle Road @ Pinckney Road 10 

Mason Rd. @ Norton Road 14 Pinckney Road @ Wright Road 10 

GRAND TOTAL OF CRASHES =         265 
Source: Southeast Michigan Council of Governments, 2004 
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High Crash Intersections in Marion Township 2004 - 2008 

Intersection Total Crashes 
2004 - 2008  

Intersection Total Crashes 
2004 - 2008 

Holiday Lane @ Pinckney Rd. 63 Morgan Rd. @ Pinckney Rd. 18 

Pinckney Rd. @ Ramp 
Pinckney /W I-96 

37 Pinckney Rd. @ Wright Rd. 15 

Pinckney Rd. @ Ramp/ 
E I-96  

34 Coon Lake Rd. West @ 
Dutcher Rd. 

15 

Mason Rd. @ McPherson Park 
Dr. 

 30  Pinckney Rd. @ Ramp W 
I.96/Pinckney 

13 

Coon Lake Rd. E @ Pinckney 
Rd. 

 22  Francis Rd. @ Pinckney Rd. 13 

Pinckney Road @ Schafer 
Road East 

20 Davis Rd. W @ Pinckney Rd. 13 

Frontenac St @ Pinckney 19 Pinckney Rd. @ Schroeder 
Park Drive 

10 

GRAND TOTAL OF CRASHES =         322 
Source: Southeast Michigan Council of Governments, 2009 
 
Other Modes of Transportation 
 
Bus 
The Livingston Essential Transportation Service (LETS) operates within Livingston County.  This service is 
available to citizens that require public transportation and is available throughout the county.  24 hours of 
notice is required to be picked up by a LETS bus and a pick up appointment can be made for medical 
purposes up to six weeks in advance.  LETS provides Regional Service for medical appointments in 
Ingham, Genesee, Oakland and Washtenaw Counties.  The hours of operation for LETS are 7:00 AM to 
5:30 PM everyday of the year, excluding county holidays. 
 
Non-motorized 
Marion Township does not currently offer non-motorized paths or trails except for some isolated sidewalk 
systems associated with some of the township’s residential developments.  There are currently no plans to 
install any non-motorized trails in the township. The Livingston County Comprehensive Plan identifies three 
potential areas in Marion Township where non-motorized transportation corridors may work.  A electricity 
utility corridor runs north and south along the western edge of the township.  The development of utility 
corridors into linear recreational areas is not without precedence.  The other two are associated with the 
township’s river system.  The Red Cedar River and the South Branch Shiawassee River corridors have both 
been identified as ideal places where non-motorized trails could be built in a rural setting. 
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The electricity utility corridor 
that runs north and south along 
the western edge of Marion 
Township and the two river 

corridors in the township have 
been identified as ideal places 

for future trailways 

  
There is a demand in Marion Township for this type of 
recreation.  The survey conducted for the 2002 Marion Township 
Parks and Recreation Plan indicated that the most desired 
recreational use in the township was bike paths and that the 
most desired park feature, should the township develop parks in 
the future, was wildlife paths.  The second most desired open 
space feature was a greenway network.  The survey also 
indicated that just over 77% of the respondents would support a 
temporary 1 mill assessment to their winter tax bill to acquire 
land for recreational purposes. 

 
Airports 
There are no airfields in Marion Township.  The nearest airport to the township is the Livingston County 
Airport, northwest of the City of Howell.  Detroit Metropolitan Airport is in the City of Romulus, 
approximately 50 miles southeast of Marion Township. 
 


